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2 weeks of Games. ..40 years of debt! Oct 1 990 


4,552 competitors, 1,424 officials, 1,014 sporting encounters, 130 countries, massive new sports facilities £150m 

worth of building work,.... ’ 

, Eh £ ' 50m works out at at least £25 per-person per-year for at least 22 years, and the cost is still rising 
added to all our Poll Tax bills. 5 ’ 

The games will also cost a further £27m to run, this is supposed to be coming mainly from private sponsors 
but the amount over £2.5m that the council has already ploughed into this is anybody's guess. Umversiade GB 
(UGB), the company set up to raise this money collapsed when it was £4m in debt, the council was owed £2 5m of 
this and they immediately gave another million. 

Since the Games body FISU decided Sheffield is to host the Games, we have been lied to repeatedly about 
how much it will cost us. The organisers have been seen to be incompetent, bumbling idiots, staggering from one 
cnsis to the next. The regular sackings and resignations are always followed by accusations of lying to the council 
and financial incompetence. The boss at the moment, Ray 'grisley' Gridley (always known to be incompetent to the 
private tenants of Sheffield) is recieving £60,000 a year plus perks like a free posh car and free travel and 
accomodation. The Games has turned out to be alright for some!!!! 

THE COUNCILHAS ACTED, FROM THE START, WITHOUT ASKING US, THE PEOPLE EXPECTFD 
TO PAY FOR THE GAMES. WE WERE NEVER ASKED IF WE WANTED THEM IN THE FIRST PLACE 

Ehe c ° unclllors J el1 us that they are acting in the interests of the people of Sheffield, that the Games will put 
Sheffield on the map. Its a publicity stunt that will apparendy make companies suddenly think, "Oh! I know lets 
set up in Sheffield, they held the World Student Games there!" 

It should be obvious to anyone that companies, whose only concern is to make profits will only set up where 
be o m ^ 6 ' This f ually means where wa 2 es ^ mo st depressed, due to unemployment, local conditions 
6 fie d J? aS ,9 -5% unemployment, compared to 5.7% nationally, wages are up to 11% less than the national 
average. The local average wage has dropped from £4.94 an hour to £2.50 an hour in ONE YEAR') or where 
workers are known ot be 'not militant'. The only jobs on offer, in reality (as opposed to in the minds’of certain 
councillors), are low paid such as part-time shop assistants and sports facility attendants. The companies which 
are hardly flocking to Sheffield anyway, are not employing local people in any of the 'good jobs'. The council is 
compounding this by using volunteers and young offenders to do skilled jobs such as painting and decorating 
translating, medical duties etc. This is a panic measure as the true cost of the Games is becoming apparent. 

Small businesses in Attercliffe have been forced to close down either because the Council wanted the land 
or through pure insensitivity. Communities are seeing their own local amenities cut such as libraries swimming 
pools, community centres etc. as the cash is transfered to the WSG bottomless pit. Sheffield's education system is 
massively underfunded, schools are falling down, the number of teachers is being cut down, the Tertiary Colleges 
can t afford to make their floors safe, adult education subsidies for the worse off among us are being cut. Schools 
are millions overspent and are already using next years money. 

Next years Poll Tax has been forecast at over £600, but not, as the council try to make out because of the 
non-payers, it’s because a city the size of Sheffield simply can't run on the Poll Tax. Services will be cut and sold 
off anyway and that can only make life harder for us. With the Poll Tax, as with everything else, it's time to say 'no 
further! Join your local anti-Poll Tax group, if you've paid up to now, it's not too late to stop paying 

In 19 92, the Council has to put all recreation facilities out to tender, this means that they have to start making 
more profit from the facilities and prices have to rise, beyond sm budget! We also find out, after the Mcvides 
competition, that we have to pay for these wonderful events that the Council wins for us!! 


Produced by Steel City Anarchist Group, P.O. Box 446, SHEFFIELD, Si 1 NY 


The story so far... 

Aug 86: Sheffields bid to get the World Student Games starts. 

total cost: £10tn 

Nov 86 : total cost: £30m 

Jun 87: Natwest Bank gives £15,000 as a thank-you gesture for the millions 
they've made out of students over the years. 

Aug 87: A planned park at the Ponds Forge site is scrapped. 

Sept 87 : Ray 'grisley' Gridley appointed director of the bid to get the games. 
£20m is committed to build Ponds Forge pool, before the games bid is accepted. 
Nov 87 : total cost: £100m 
Dec 87 : total cost: £130m 

Jan_88: Gerry ’giz-a-job’ Montgomery is now getting £50,000 a year to run the 
games bid, alongside Clive 'the scab’ Betts, Joan keep it in the family’ Barton, 
Peter ’incompetent’ Price, and 3 members of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Fgb 88: Private firms have only contributed 10% of the £70,000 already spent, 
but the committee is recieving "help in kind"!! 

A disabled man is told "You’ve no chance in the next two years because the WSG 
is more important than anything else” when he applies for a council house move 
for himself, wife, son and two daughters (one pregnant) from his three 
bed roomed house. 

May 88 : More than 30 shops, warehouses andpieces of land down for compulsory 
purchase because the council thinks they dont look nice next to the new facilities, 
total cost: £1 13m 

Council ’lends’ a quarter of a million to Universiade GB (Ltd) (UGB) as an urgent 
requirement. 

Feb_8£: 2400 holes need to be drilled to fill mineworkings under Ponds Forge. 
£10,000 put aside to run the sports facilities after the games. 

Council plans a £lm facelift for the main routes into the city. 

March 89: £3m spectacular museum planned at Ponds Forge. 

May 8? : Council plans to spend £43m on Hyde Park, then knock it down, are not 
approved by the Government. 

Jung 89 : Firms in Attercliffe closing down because the building work causes a 
drop in trade. 

91 club launched - for £5000 companies can use Universiade GB logo for 
advertising, and get free tickets. 

Sept 89 : cost cutting occurs due to overspending. 

Oct82: 8000 volunteers required. Council meeting gets angry, Clive 'the scab’, 
Joan keep it in the family’ Barton and Peter ’incompetent’ Price accused of 
rushing through proposals without giving proper thought to the long term 
implications for Sheffield. 


Nov 89: The museum idea is dropped to save money. Gerry 'giz a job' 
Montgomery resigns, he may 'eventually return as a private consultant!!' 

Mr Fixit, Alan Brailey resigns. Peter 'tell tale’ Bums gets the sack from the 
60,000 a year job as boss of UGB. 

Robbin' Barron appointed acting director of UGB. 

A+F Drake take back £5000 worth of furniture after a row with UGB. 

Pec 89: One person offered the job that Alan Brailey quit refused it after seeing 
the accounts. 4 directors of UGB are getting £30,000 a year each. The total 
wage bill for UGB is well over £lm a year plus company cars and travel costs 
etc. UGB is £750,000 in the red. 

JaD_2Q: Security budget halved to save money. Jobs freeze, 7000 volunteers 
needed. BBC and ITV both say they wont film the Games. The council gives 
£250,000 to UGB. It also becomes known that the council has slipped UGB a 
further£1.5m interest free loan to UGB via 'Sheffield For Health', on top of the 
£lm already given to cover the day to day running costs. Danny 'the rat' Sim son 
quits as finance boss, days before the records are published. 

UGB has a trading loss of £3.306m, the vast majority owed to the council. The 
company needs £640,000 to survive. 

The cultural festival is dropped. 

FebSQ: Security budget dropped from £1 .5m to£0.5m. HydePark refurbishment 
stopped due to lack of funds. Concord Park hockey ground scrapped. Sky 
TV(who?) deal fixed. The indoor stadium, which will be owned by an 
American company needs to be subsidised, after the Games, it could be up to 
£2. 4m a year. 

Mar ch 90 : The sports facilities will cost £8m a year to run. 

April 90: Young offenders forced to work on Hyde Park for nothing with 
insufficient safety. £lm Club launched. 

May 90 : Tennis centre at Hillsborough scrapped due to local opposition. 
Furnishing contract collapses due to cash flow crisis. 

June 90- Council puts in another £lm as UGB collapses, £4m in debt. The 
Sports Council refuses to hand over £ 1.4m still owed out of the£3m originally 
promised, due to lack of confidence in the Games. The council sacks 44 of the 
UGB staff. Ray ’grisley’ Gridley is now in charge of the Games Secretariat and 
gets £60,000 a year for his troubles. 

JyljLSO: The Govt again refuses money for Hyde Park. Norton confirmed as 
the site of the tennis facilities, in spite of local protests. 

The volunteers who took part in the Telethon’ paint the village farce did not do 
it well enough, it needs doing again. 

AufcjX): The Games company still needs £ 1 7m to run the Games, the £ lm Club 
has all of 2000 members, the 91 Club has 102. 

S g* 9Q - Nearly every night stories of financial crisis in the Star, facilities are 
being cut across the city no new sponsorship has appeared, schools are in crisis 
and the council is sacking hundreds of workers to save money . 


How the cost has changed.. .in millions of £’s. 



Nov 87 

Feb 89 

Ponds Forge 

31 

40 

Don Valley Stad 


18 

Hillsbro Centre 


11 

Tennis Facilities 


1 

Indoor Arena 



Waltheof Centre 



Hockey Site 




What they've said... 

"The scale of the problem is enormous, we will need £10m over 5 years" 

John Morrel, Chief Recreation Officer, Aug 86 
"Don't worry about the cash, it will all come bade" 

Gerry Montgomery, Aug 86 

"The capital outlay could be as great as £30m. The council could find £4m in four 
years" 

Peter Price, Nov 86 

"The authority has always made it clear that Sheffielders would have to pay for the 
£100m worth of facilities" 

Peter Price, March 89 

"It’s only like building a school or an old peoples home, and we always planned 
another sports facility in the city" 

Peter Price, Jan 90 
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"It’s vital if the city is to provide the right image to a global audience" (the council 
had just applied for a grant of £5m from the Government, to smarten up the roads into 
the city, and provide a false image to a global audience, they got £600,000) 

Clive Betts, Nov 89 

"When I said the council would give one million and no more, it was in good faith 
but circumstances have changed" 

Clive Betts, June 90 

"Poll Tax cash should be ploughed into the Games” 

Coun. Mukesh Savani, Jan 90 
"Within 9 months it's all starting to go sour" 

Liberal Councillor, Oct 89 

"Other services could suffer at the expense of Games facilities" 

Bill Michie, Oct 89 

The WSG could bankrupt Sheffield... if we don't do it right, we are going to look the 
biggest nanas in Christendom" 

Frank Price 

"The opportunity to host the WSG has captured the imagination and enthusiasm 
of the whole of the city" 

David Blunkett, Dec 86 


The Men and 

Since Sheffield's first bid to host the WSG in '86 all the talk has been of the 
'prestige'/gl amour' and 'privilege' the people will get When questions have 
been raised about exactly what this means, we are fobbed off with empty 
promises about 'jobs', 'investment' & 'regeneration' as the benefits to our 
communities. Examples such as Ponds Forge and Meadowhall are held up 
for all to see. However, scratch the surface of the last 4 years of promises 
and boasting and a different picture emerges. When Gerry Montgomery 
made the initial bid (along with Ray Gridley), as Senior Ass. Dir. of 
Recreation Dept, he said, "The bid is not a council matter but a city matter". 
Too right. But right from the start the people here have been excluded from 
hav ing any say, only when a crisis looms have we been asked to be involved 
and then only to bail out the Universiade(UGB). Whenever the WSG have 
been in the media, it's been the same mixture of councillors & businessmen 
who've been blowing the WSG trumpet, but in effect they're blowing their 
own trumpets. The fact is that the only people reaping any rewards from 
WSG are politicians & businessmen. The parasites in the 'business 
community' who've made their millions from exploiting working-class 
people have joined forces with the parasites on the council who've built their 
careers off the backs of working-class suffering to line their own pockets 
and bring more hardship to our class. 

DIRTY FINGERS IN DIRTY PIES 

Hosting the WSG and the masses of construction work that needs to be done 
has brought £44 m(est.) to businesses. One such beneficiary is HUGH 
SYKES. Already one of the richest 200 people in Britain, he is Chair of 
Sheffield Development Corporation(SDC - the company set up to oversee 
regeneration of East End, with wide-ranging powers to control & encourage 
development from Canal Basin to Tinsley). At the same time he is 'non- 
executive chair’ of a company called 'Hallamshire Investments' which by 
amazing coincidence has a major contract for work in the East End. So, 
Hughie is set to make a few bob from that. Also on the Board of SDC and 
Director of HI and on the Organising Committee of WSG is NORMAN 
ADSETTS. Both have much in common. Both Master Cutlers, both ex- 
presidents of Chamber of Commerce, both millionaires set to make plenty 
of profit from 'regeneration'. Not only that but the workers are working 
under dangerous & unprotected conditions, with already several serious 
'accidents’ on the sites. Courting both these men is 'Chief of the Brigands' 
CLIVE BETTS. As leader of the Council and with his deputy sad, sad 
PETER PRICE he has from the very beginning chosen to side with the 
yuppies & rich businessmen allowing them to turn Sheffield into aplayground 
for the wealthy simultaneously stabbing working-class people in the back. 
Betts and Adsetts have appeared so often together in public promoting their 
warped idea of 'regeneration' that they are known as The Double Act' and 
so popular amongst the business community is Betts that he was the first 
labour leader ever to get a standing ovation at the annual Cutlers Feast, a 
sign of whose side he's on. "The council & private sector see very clearly 
the direction in which we want to go "said Betts in 1988. One such example 
of this direction is Sheffield Partnerships Ltd'- a joint action for 'regeneration' 
(it's that word again) of the city. Guess who is chairman? Norman Adsetts, 
who said "my immediate reaction is not motivated by personal interest". Ha 
ha ha. Tell us another one. As far as SPLtd is concerned, Betts admits "we 
now have a number of corporate partnerships". How much in back-handers, 
Scab? 

When he was recently investigated by the Dept of Environment as to his 
'dual role' in the WSG, Hugh Sykes was simply advised at the 'drawbacks 
of combining his two roles which could lead to suspicion'. But to parasites 
like him, this means nothing. The likes of Sykes & Adsetts see nothing but 
£££ signs. 

WHO IS PULLING THE STRINGS ? 

T ake a closer look at the set-up of the WSG . First of all is the 'ORGANISING 
COMMITTEE', which has a 'SECRETARIAT'. These have taken over 
from 'Universiade' which collapsed with more than £4m in debts. The OC 
consists of 5 people, headed by Pamela Gordon (Chief Executive of the City 
Council). While Betts, Price, Adsetts, Sykes etc 'promote' the WSG the OC 
'organises' it. The Secretariat is headed by Ray 'Evict em' Gridley (Director 
ofHousing& former union -basher with Manchester Council), but includes 
Gerry Montgomery, chief culprit in this farce, invited back into the fray after 
quitting UGB in '89. The Homeless Section at the Town Hall has only one 
phone to deal with people's housing problems but the WSG office has 7 - 
sums up the council's priorities and commitment to housing. The Sec. is 


The Money... 

split into 5 sections, each with its own boss, plus a large number of council 
employees. When we asked how many workers at UGB had been re- 
employed in the secretariat they began to squirm and refused to answer. 
Have they got something to hide? Are the people who ran up a debt of £4m 
with UGB playing the same stupid games? It is strange how the same people 
seem to be involved. "We're not going to do an Edinburgh" commented 
Gerry Montgomery in '87, but with under a year to the opening ceremony 
it looks likelier than ever that they are 'doing a Sheffield'. 

LIES, DAMNED LIES AND THE STUDENT GAMES 
The people of Sheffield were 'promised' 10,000 jobs as aresultoftheWSG, 
yet a year away the 'organisers' are asking for 6,500 VOLUNTEERS to 
work in the WSG. Now, we know Scab Betts is into Slave Labour, but our 
class has been taken for a ride one time too many. A similar scam is the 'One 
Million Club'. On April 23rd this year, seeing that UGB was on its death bed, 
the cronies involved launched an appeal using such Tory celebrities as Seb 
Coe, Marti 'Sun City' Caine and Richard 'Apartheid Made Me' Cabom. Its 
aim was to raise £27 m towards running costs, by getting a million people 
to pay £27 each. 


UndemocraticGames 
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With the backing of the Sports Council , the 'One Million Club' was bom. 
But hang on a sec, weren't UGB and the new Secretariat supposed to be 
finding the sponsorship, via the business world? Of course, but then we all 
know what sort of people are behind this. Make the people pay (twice) and 
then the political and business parasites pocket the profit & prestige. Alan 
Bamford knows what's in it for him - as Director of Henry Boot he enrolled 
1,000 employees in the scheme. It's also to appeal to this idea that 'if the 
people of Sheffield pull together the WSG will succeed'. Don't be conned. 
WE'VE HAD ENOUGH - TIME FOR ACTION 
This is not the whole story but just the tip of the ice berg. We are limited 
by space to expose the scandals, corruption, personal gain and betrayal of 
working-class people which are an integral part of the WSG . However, the 
story will not stop here. This sort of circus is what the Lahore Party now 
represents; it has never had anything to offer us and it has become a pale 
imitation of its Tory idols. The class of people who stand to lose are the 
people who always get shat on by the likes of Betts & Price. How much will 
it cost us to use the facilities after the WSG? The prices will soar out of our 
reach. THESE ARE NOT OUR GAMES!! Against all this conniving & 
scheming is a backdrop of a city being destroyed by central govt with the 
collusion of a council with no guts. Just as with the Poll Tax, we must fight 
the Lahore Council too. 

FUN, GAMES & SABOTAGE 

Because opposition to the WSG has been largely unvoiced, the WSG will 
go ahead, just as the yuppification of the city has taken root. But, sooner 
rather than later we, the ordinary people of Sheffield will have to do 
something. From refusing to pay the Poll Tax to picketing the Games, if 
we're not asked for our opinion then we'll have to give it anyway. The 
Council will want us to be as invisible as possible, so as not ruin their 
spectacle. But we should be as VISIBLE as possible, raising our voices, 
working to mess up their plans which they made without our consent. 



THE ROGUES GALLERY OF BRIGANDS AND GANGSTERS. 



CLIVE Hi . 

Wanted for crimes against the people of 
Sheffield. Leader of City Council and 
Lahore Party 'New Realist’ (i.e. sell-out 
and scab). Cambridge Graduate in 
economics, he is ’financial helmsman’, 
forging partnerships & alliances with 
the likes of Adsetts & Sykes to turn 
Sheffield into a yuppy pi ayground. First 
Labour leader to get standing ovation at 
annual Cutlers Feast (where industrialists 
crow over their wealth). Appears so 
often with Adsetts in public promoting 
the city that they are known as "The 
Double Act". 



RAY GR1DLEY: 

City Council Housing Director, was in 
charge of previous Games Secretariat 
when Sheffield won the bid in ’87. 
Wanted Chief Executive's job but lost 
out. Now has it, as Director of the new 
Secretariat. More interested in money 
& prestige than getting people housed, 
he lets it be known how pleased he is. 
Helped assemble the original bid. 
Previously worked for Manchester 
Council where he was known as a 'union- 
basher', which he carried on in Sheffield, 
sending illegal & threatening letters to 
striking housing workers. 



NORMAN ADSL 1*15: 

A real criminal. Has a vested interest in 
WSG being a success. 

Director of Hallamshire Investments, 
which has contract for building work in 
Lower Don Valley area. He is the other 
half of the "Double Act" with Betts. On 
Board of SDC and Chair of Sheffield 
Partnerships Ltd as well as leading 
member of "Partnership In Action", the 
union of Council with business. 
Chairman of Regional CBI. 



GERRY MONTGOMERY: 

Made the initial bid for the WSG in Nov 
'86, then Senior Assistant Director of 
Council's Recreation Dept.. Director of 
Sport till Nov '89 at UGB, he's now back 
as Head of Sports in the new Secretariat. 
Has no principles whatsoever and is proud 
of it. "I want the WSG to succeed because 
the rewards will be huge. Especially for 
me". 



BEV S IORES. 

Director of UGB and ex -chairman of 
Bassett Foods. Called for a £25 levy on 
all Sheffield people to pay for the Games 
saying, "Fund the Games from the Poll 
Tax". Known Tory but has found an 
ally in Betts and the new Secretariat. 
Complete scumbag. 




MALCOLM NEWMAN: 

Chief Treasurer of City Council - the 
Penny Pincher'. Sidekick to Betts, this 
'supremely confident Treasurer' has 
promised to send non-Poll Tax payers to 
prison whilst helping Betts and finance 
chairman Howard Knight enforce 
government-imposed spending 
restrictions (i.e. cuts). Likes to watch 
people being evicted. Along with Knight 
he told council workers in the Town Hall 
to vote against taking action against the 
Poll Tax. 



PETER PRICE: 

Deputy Leader of Council, Betts' right- 
hand man. Famed for treating 
Sheffielders like dirt. Instigator of 
Council's "Alliance of Greed" with big 
business, he hopes his political career 
will take off after the WSG. At a Public 
Meeting with Parkhill Tenants over the 
closure of their swimming baths he 
refused to answer their questions and sat 
and picked his nose. All-round arrogant 
shit. Has paid his Poll Tax. 


HUGH SYKES: 

Along with Adsetts will get a nice, big 
windfall from the WSG. He is 'non- 
executive Chairman' of Hallamshire 
Investments, Chairman of SDC and was 
on the Board of the now defunct UGB. 
One of richest 200 parasites in the 
country, he also talks about 'prestige' 
and 'investment' while rubbing his hands 
with glee. Wants 'more productive 
relations between council & business 
community', i.e. cheap land for his 
business and building contracts for H.I. 


small ads... 

Free chatline, MAKE NEW FRIENDS ON THE TELEPHONE, 0800 919515, and it won’t cost you a penny. CHAT AWAY! 

People required to WORK FOR NOTHING! Must be able to lick boots and arses, apply to the Town Hall! 

Land for sale, going very cheap! turn that ugly greenbelt park into a nice new profitable concern, or why not look at our range of housing estates, 
all for sale to the right person. Must be willing to knock 'em down and make money from the space. Contact C'live Betts. 

Frightened to think for yourself? Do you need your opinions to be made for you? Can you follow orders? sell papers? Contact Militant, SWP, 
RCP, etc. We 11 make it easy for you! (except for the standing around in all weathers harassing shoppers on Fargate every Saturday) 

WANTED: embarassing information about councillors or businessmen/women for publication. 
Send anything you can to P.O. Box 446 SHEFFIELD SI 1NY. 


PAINTING OVER THE CRACKS 


TELECON 

On Sunday/Monday the 27th/28th of May 
Sheffield City Council is hoping that 
up to 2,000 people will paint the 
Hyde Park student games village for 
NOTHING. It is also looking for 7,000 
volunteers to help during the games 
themselves. This is after all the 
lies we've been told about how the 
games will create 'thousands of jobs 
for Sheffield people'. It is also 
rumoured that'young offenders' will 
be forced to join in. Showing their 
true opportunistic flair the Labour 
Council is using the 27 hour Tele- 
thon event to disguise the blatant 
abuse of 'free labour' and has gift- 
wrapped it for the public as a 
charity event. 


CRISIS 


?????????????????????? 

We are told that the Student Games: 

1) Will bring jobs to the city. 

2) Will 'attract' new investment & 
rejuvenate the city as a whole. 

3) Will make Sheffield the 
'prestigous' capital of the North. 

Tell us another oneiThis is all lies. 
Since it became public that Sheffield 
was to stage the Games, the true 
nature of this 'prestige deal' has 
become clear: 

-In the areas where there are 
developments, e.g. ffodowhall , the 
workforce has not been recruited from 
local people. 

-Small businesses on Attercliffe 
Rd have been forced to close down to 
•make way for parking spaces. 

-Communities throughout Sheffield 
have seen their public amenities cut; 
local leisure facilities, community 
centres, adult education. Just about 
every area of community life is 
suffering from lack of resources, 
transferred to finance the Student 
Games . 


The success of the Student Olympic 
Games has been an impossibility from 
the start. Major cities which have 
hosted similar events have lost 
millions of £££s , e.g. Edinburgh, 
Auckland where the people are still 
paying for the 'privilege'. Here in 
Sheffield the situation will be -the 
same. In December '89 Universiade GB 
sacked its Chief Executive followed 
by the resignation of its 'finance 
director’. During the whole of 1989 
the Universiade GB survived crisis 
after crisis . The cost of the facil 
-ities has grown from £29M to £150M. 
Imagine the inevitable financial 
burden on Sheffield people when U-GB 
can't come up with the sponsorship 
deals and the council is left to foot 
the bill. 


GAMBLE 

The Games are a massive gamble 
taken in our name by our supposed 
leaders without any consultation. 


PARKHILLHIT HARD 

Already , in the run up to the Games 
, the Parkhill Estate ha s_ lost its 
Youth Cluh and its local swimming 
baths. But not only has the Council 
stolen Parkhill's facilities, they 
also say they haven't got the money 
for the other facilities Parkhill 
really needs such as a Nursery, while 
only a couple of hundred yards away 
the Hyde Park Flats complex is being 
converted into a luxury, yuppy village 
complete with jaccuzis. Not only are 
the Parkhill tenants ' lives being 
disrupted but they aren't benefitting. 
Broomhall has also lost out, Glossop 
Road Baths, the only Victorian 
turkish baths in S. Yorkshire, and a 
vital facility for local peolple, is 
facing closure for redevelopment as ? 
nightclub ! 
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HER ROYAL Highness 
the Princess Royal will 
officially open Sheffield's 
P ads Forge Inter- 
national Sports Centre. 

PnncQss Anne who is 
patron of the iWi World 
Student Games will perform 
the opening ceremonv on 
Wednesday, April i?. 

Ponds Forge, which has 
an Olympic-standard shim- 
ming pool and an inter- 
national-class sports hail, 
will be the venue for the 
hnal of the water polo event 
and tor the swimming and 
diving competitions during 
the games in July. 

It opens to the public in 
the first week of March and 


By Neil Fieldhouse 
and Mike O’SalBvan 

the venue is already ack- 
nowledged to be the best in 
Europe and one of the finest 
in the world. 

The venue has been 
awarded a string of major 
events including the 1993 
E u ropean S w i m m i n g 
Cnampionships. 

EHS jjj 

Kaj- Gridley, director of 
me Games admimsi ration, 
saiu: “It is fitting that such a 
magnificent facility should 
be opened by bur patron. 

‘We look forward to 
showing the Princess Royal 


ciH‘- , are doin S 'n 
Sheffield for the World 
Student Games and for 
British sport." 

Princess Anne has already 
said she will attend the 
Games’ opening ceremony 
at the Don Valiev Stadium 
on July 14 and the closing 
ceremony on Juiy 25. 

She will also spend July 
19 in Sheffield watching 
some of the events. 

- r , Pa ? d , s Purge will make its 
* V debut on March 22 
when the BBC is due to 
screen highlights from the 
European diving cup. 
Grandstand will also cover 
the event the following day. 

$ f orged masterpiece: P9 



S c b f 8 |f M vo ' unleer recruitment drive was 
“SfS* 1 . ‘ oda >'. as Student Games 


asked ror an army of 5.000 helpers to step 


organisers 
forward. 

r ''Iatre l thmh a hMc < ii VOiUntee ri S * aS made at the newly-refurbished Lyceun 

-riw4ct!ki h es1l5?heSm P ef radea 81 4 C ° St ° f£12m in the C!t >' wide o. 

Sheffield City Council. Games secretariat, said: 
needs to raise £ 1 7m to “We are very confident 
people arc going to steo 
forward. 


to run the Games. 

inched the appeal despite, 
'-ills for the event to be 
exiled oi f because of a 
feared cash shortage. 

The council is still talking 
-o sponsors over the costs of 
special uniforms for the 
\ ohm leers. 

And bus companies may 

ovicie free transport to 
Trip cover travel expenses. 

Interest 

Anyone aged from 16 up- 
•’ ards can volunteer for 
'idly during the sports 
extravaganza to take on a 
^cie range of jobs, includ- 
ing cleaners, interpreters, 
i.tit boys and team attaches. 

About 2,000 people have 
! ul"S!idy expressed an interest 
: :.*u: the council says it now 
1 *aiiiG to finalise plans for 
1 ttc Games, which wj]| 
L-titu: . : « sports in 5 2 days 
« 4 competition frnsii .imv 14- 
. y 

Dave Boursneil. of the* 

•: o u p c ; ! ' s W o r j d S n k 1 e n t 
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* We can only provide 
accommodation for a few 
key volunteers and we’re 
looking for them to come 
from the Sheffield travel tc 
work area. 


'‘We're relying on a nig 
publicity campaign — 2.000 
people have already come 
forward Without any major 
effort and that’s ver\ 
encouraging. 

Design 

- n.'cd moss of ;!*m 
ior Sheffield although we do r • “"v* 4 lA,v 
need them r 0 r r7»i7r .' 4 1 -. - i tfo.‘ionai agamsi Romania 

centres such as Donc^nV. ,a . e c ’ ?v ' 5 * hc, P in S oui ** 
Dv-wshurv and Wakefield 9?o«ristra«ve work m ti 

_ L'Oif 1 : Ollice 


Man v students fron 
Snclfieid university ant 
polytechnic are expected t( 
volunteer to help th< 
Games. 

Those who have a I read', 
come forward include Nick 
Kales, president of Sheffield 
University athletics union, 
who is helping with recruit- 
ment of volunteers. 

Wheel chair-bound 
Suzanne Rockett, a student 
at ouefficld polytechnic, is 
ofrering to boost the Games 
after winning a fencing 
bronze medal in the Para 
Olympics. 

'-Sheffield student Sally 
McKtcman, who was the 
rrrcOc for Oe GB mens 
gynavivs team in the inter- 





Suzanne Rockett 


Saiiy McKisroan 
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WHAT a year of political change in Sheffield. 


It started with hardly any money 
raised for the World Student 
Games. And it's ending with . . 
hardly any money raised for the 
World Student Games. 



It started with calls for city 
council leader Clive Hells to resign 
from one post or another. And it's 
ending with . . . calls for city 
council leader ('live Betts to resign 
from one post or another. 

But even with next week’s emerg- 
ency and entirely extraordinary 
council meeting fixed up to ruin 
many people's New Year’s Fives; 
even with revolution simmering in 
the Labour ranks, Clive is unlikely 
to oblige. Though if he shouts “I 
fight on 1 light to win", think 
again. 

In the meanwhile, next year’s 
much- vaunted Sheffield slogan 
might be neatly amended, l or 'It's 
Our Year' read ‘It’s Our Bill’. 

This isn't, of course, the standard 
reading of events according to 
deputy leader Peter (the Games arc 
worth it at any) Price. Meeting after 
meeting, TV interview after TV 
interview, lie has beamed his wor- 
ried smile, like a man who has eaten 
too much All Bran for breakfast. 

He has promised a proper bal- 
ance sheet next month (honest) and 
has assured the world that the 
Games arc on course and that there 
is absolutely no problem, not even 
the slightest hint of crisis. 

Problem? Crisis? As the captain 
of the Titanic said: “Iceberg? What 
iceberg?" 

Or as Clive Metis said on a recent 
Radio Sheffield interview: "If we 
had thought this venture was head- 
ing for failure, wc would have said 
so." 


As it happens, they haven't 
needed to say so. Everyone else has 
said so for them. 

It's easy to be cynical, but it's 
even easier to realise that if no-one 
else really wanted the Games in the 
first place, there must have been 
something wrong with them. 

That something was pinpointed 
in a televised Town Hall debate last 
February — no-one, experts 
reckoned, had actually heard of the 
Games, so television coverage and 
sponsorship would be almost 
impossible to get. 

Sheffield's supposed left-wing 
image (now wildly at odds with 
reality) would discourage business 
sponsorship, and the Government 
has very few soft spots for the city. 
Not much dosh there. 

But Sheffield bounded ahead — 
well-intentioned but, in many 
people's eyes, naive. And now, by 
trying to shed red tape and pretend- 
ing to be businessmen, the council 
have painted themselves into a 
corner. The city is, as they planned, 
now firmly on the map. But it’s a 
different map from the one they 
had in mind. 

As an unkind critic remarked the 
other day: “World Student Games? 
There’s one for the Sheffield 
Museum of I lype!” Damage limita- 
tion, he thought, was alf the city 
could now hope for, even though 
we've got some lovelv running 
tracks. And slanging matches 
between Betts and ex-Genies boss 
Peter Burns don't help. 

Or — well, put it this way, Clive. 



Peter Price 


There's a postal order in the post. 

Oh, and: It's a funny old world. 

Of course it's not all been World 
Student Games this year. There 
have, hear 'tellingly, been many 
other occasions to observe council- 
lors living out their usual fantasy 
that being elected to represent a 
local ward makes you an instant 
expert on anything and everything. 

Your experience of theatre may 
be limited to Punch and Judy 
Shows oti Clecthorpes prom, but 
Being Eiected qualifies you to pon- 
tificate on trends in world drama. 

You may know nothing about 
an (and not even know what you’re 
supposed to like), but your sudden 
eminence entities vm'i.i consider 

s.' II mg olTUr; citv art collection v. 
pay Ibr The (James. 

So what of 1990? Not a great 


year for council debate ihtugh 
I'm only partially qualified to 
judge. By one of thase curious coin- 
cidences that take weeks of plan- 
ning to arrange, 1 managed to nr iss 
a great wadge of council meetings 
through the summer. 

One of the meetings f did attend 
also pulled in The Man From he 
Guardian. He clearly came expect 
ing the League of Nations. After 
half an hour he sighed. Alt;r an 
hour he groaned. Alter an hour ; i;d 
a half he looked round in anguish. 

1 he following morning his words 
hit the nation’s breakfast tables. 
'Petty parochialism’ was a verdict 
that still rings in the memory 
Petty or not. it has been fas deal- 
ing to watch Tory Angela Knight 
effortlessly sprint toward- he 
vacuum that Margaret Thatcher 
has left behind her (It still seem, 
five weeks after l lie Resignation, 
though Mrs Thatcher Is cn an 
extended Stale Visit abroad and 
will come Kick r . eniuall) to . clieve f 
her caretaker Prime Minister, the 
Bov Major. But at least he le.uy. 
interviews). 

’Hie most sense, as ever, hr:: 
come from our old friend Philip 
Moscrop. Meeting after meet ng, 
his incisive vision has pulled ever. in 
into a new and urgent focus 
On pollution: “We've got atomic 
fish in the Irish Sea. We've got dogs 
running up and down the bear her; 
with thingies ail over them." 

On procedure: “The rudime/iUils 
of this debate are like that on; iti 
Holland who pul his finger in the 
what-thcy-call-it and cried wolf" J 
Ami on a politic,- 1 >;v- 

dibanicnt: “ft’s m a dosnhi 
He was talking about. Kashmir I 
But if the cap fits locally, wear it. 


‘Ugliest town’ hopes to polish 
image with student games 


S HEFFIELD’S accident- 
prone staging of the 
World Student Games this 
summer was strongly defended 
by geographers, planners, busi- 
nessmen and local politicians at 
the conference. 

The "unheard case” for the 
games was argued yesterday in 
terms of sustained yield for 
Sheffield in image, facilities and 
jobs. 

Preparation for the games, 
which face a running deficit of 
at least £11 million, has been 
plagued by difficulties raising 
sponsorship and negotiating 
television coverage, and by rifts 
between the city council and 
management. 

Dr Paul Foley, of Sheffield 
University’s town and regional 
planning department, said the 
city was bedevilled by outdated 
images of soot and smoke. 
"Horace Walpoh ’s phrase — 


‘one of the foulest of towns’ — 
and George Orwell's — ‘the ug 
liest town in the old world’ - 
are proving difficult to shake 
off,” he said. 

Sheffield might have ne- 
glected elementary financial 
calculations in its eagerness to 
stage the games, but present 
profit-and-loss criticism was too 
simplistic, Dr Foley said. 

“We should be looking more 
clos- ly at all the ‘extra’ benefits 
from the games, rather than 
concentrating solely on the 
question of where the money 
will come from.” 

His paper suggested that the 
games would create more than 
11.000 jobs in Yorkshire and 
Humberside, at an average of 
£24.700 each, compared with 
£28,760 on development 
schemes elsewhv re. 

Sheffield would benefit from 
the pubF' Ov Id be left 


with some of the finest sporting 
facilities in the country, built at 
a cost of almost £140 million. 

‘Tills will leave the city well 
f ! - red for an Olympic bid. per 
haps in tandem with Manches- 
ter or Birmingham,” Dr Foley 
said. "To abandon them now 
would threaten everything. For 
a few extra million pounds, the 
city will get a far greater return 
on the £136 million already in- 
vested in capital projects.” 

Norman Adsetts, chairman of 
Sheffield Insulations, said that 
the enterprise was the culmina- 
tion of unlikely but effective co 
operation between the Labour 
dominated city council and 
entrepreneurs like himself. 

Peter Price, deputy leader of 
Sheffield city council, described 
the games as a lynch pin of co 
operation between the council 
and Sheffield Chamber of 
Commerce. 




as a move towards this have organised a Public Meeting to rally opposition and 

to move towards a plan of action. We would be very eager to make lihks with all 
involved in 'Glasgow Keelie' to learn irom your own experiences of opposing 
the 'regeneration* and decimation of Glasgow at the hands of the property dev- 
elopers and Lahore Politicians. Would any of you be interested in coming to 
She! lie Id to meet with us, discuss the issues involved and perhaps even speak 
at the meeting? (it is on April 4th). Any cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
Furthermore, we realise that this scenarion is not special to just Sheffield & 

Glasgow and as such we feel it is important that as many groups as possible 
that are organising against the continued exploitation and down-treading of our 
class should forge links and work together, exchange info etc. What do you 
think - are you already in touch with such groups ? 

Well, 1 think that's enough for now, we look forward to your reply, 
keep up tne excellent work and don't let the bastards grind £ou down.' Until we 


In Solidarity,^ 

CftesVA . 

for 'Steel City Sprinter'. 


hear from you, stay strong, 


